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A TREATISE ON 


farthing per ton would produce him 87I. 10s. per annum 3 which, 
with toll-colleCting, might amount to upwards of 1 ool. a fum fuf- 
ficient to induce a very clever man to fill the office. For this far- 
thing he fhould take boats and cargoes under his care for at leaft 
ten miles 3 if two machines were in that fpace, he fhould govern 
both, but if they were twenty miles diitant from each other, he 
fhould have all goods palling on that pond under his guidance, in 
which cafe the agency might be railed. Therefore, averaging the 
agency at one farthing per ton, for ten miles, the expence of it 
could not be felt on the value of any kind of materials ; the agency 
of one hundred miles being performed for two-pence halfpenny per 
ton. But as even ten-pence per ton on one hundred miles would be 
no object to the feller or buyer of the goods fent, I will therefore 
raife the agency to one penny per ton for ten miles, confequently 
feventy-five tons per day would pay an agent 87I. 1 op. per annum 
on a canal with fmall trade. 

Having thus eftablifhed agents at proper lituations, who may be 
confidered fomewhat analogous to the book-keeper at a coach-office, 
alfo to collectors of turnpikes, they collecting the tolls , each propri- 
etor of boats fhould have his name, and number, marked on each 
boat. 

I will now fuppofe him to difpatch ten boats, to be left in dif- 
ferent places 5 with thefe boats he fhould fend a ticket to the firfl 
agent, and perhaps to the following effeCt ; 
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The agent, on receipt of fuck ticket, would draw a line over the 
numbers to be left in his diftriCt, make out a direction ior each, and 
deliver it to the next boatman 3 with the firft ticket to be forwarded 
to the next agent with fuch boats as pafs over the next machine, and 
come under his care, and fo on. The agent, knowing the time of 
the boats palling, would alfo know when the empty boats, or full 
ones, fhould return 5 he would likewife have the boatman on his 
pond immediately under his control, as well as the men at the 
machine, therefore could correCt any negligence, and the proprietor 
would know where to apply if they were anywife remifs in their 
duty. The work might be fo regular, as even to afcertain when 
any particular boats paffed each machine, and when it arrived at its 
deftination, by marking the hour on the ticket. 

This mode of reducing the work to fyftem, and rendering every 
man by habit familiar with his part, I conceive, will facilitate na- 
vigation, and render the paffage of goods of all kinds, to the molt 
diftant parts of the country, extremely fimple 3 boats, for inftance, 
from Manchefter to London, being carefully packed and covered 
with a tarpawling, would pafs with the ticket, by the various 

agents, 







